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2nd Annual

God Is Still Humming Concert
February 24th at 7:00 pm
~ Featuring ~
The Promised Land men’s quartet
The Friends in Faith Band

Alleluia Ringers
Chancel Choir and more!!
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From Our Pastor’s Desk...

O

Everyone in our culture associates the
month of February with Valentine’s Day –
a time of romance and love. The problem
with Valentine’s Day, it seems to me, is
that not everyone gets to share in the
celebration.
Not everyone has a
sweetheart who can buy chocolates or
diamonds or send flowers. Hallmark and
the flower shops may love it, but for
many it is a time of pain and emptiness.

ne of my great joys as a pastor is
to gather with Confirmation youth
each week as they explore the
meaning of faith and community and
service. Last week, the lesson was about
the baptism of 3,000 people in Jerusalem
at Pentecost, and we reflected together
about the meaning of baptism. Only a
couple of our youth could remember their
baptism – most of them had been
baptized as babies. They had pictures.
They had candles. But they only had
their parents’ memories. It’s true for
most of us.

The love that we know and share in the
church is very different. There are no
insiders and outsiders. There’s just all of
us, and God – known to us as Creator, as
Jesus, and as the Holy Spirit. We are all
baptized into that eternal, amazing, holy,
bigger-than-anything-we –can-understand
love; gathered into one huge family. No
one is more important than another, we
all come before God as a baptized child.

That night, I stood with twelve Middle
School youth in the half-dark sanctuary,
and we read together the baptismal
promises and the promises of the
congregation. Then I told them a story
about Martin Luther, who, when he was
feeling bad about himself would repeat
over and over “I am baptized, I am
baptized, I am baptized” – reminding
himself of God’s eternal love which is
named for each of us in our baptism.

Baptism changes who we are and who we
will become. In baptism we are called to
a bigger and better life of service and
truth, and we are given a deep reminder
that we will never be alone. Not only has
the community marked us with water and
prayer, but also the Spirit has touched us
with the power of God’s holy love.

Well, to make a long story short, our
youth could relate to Martin Luther’s
feelings, and we ended up saying together
– and then shouting - his words. “I am
baptized! I am baptized! I am baptized!”

As we continue the season of Epiphany –
when we remember Jesus’ baptism and
when we celebrate the light of Christ
that has come into the world – I invite
you to remember your baptism!
And
SMILE! You are a blessed, beloved child
of God!

There was true glee in their voices. (You
have to admit, shouting in church is fun –
and besides, there was a squirt gun
involved!) All of us need the reminder,
once in a while, that we are loved,
blessed, named and claimed. We need to
know that we belong and that we matter.
And, of course, that is what happens in
our baptisms.

-2-

Edwards Worships. . .
February Scriptures

Rescheduled Retreat

February 1:
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

Due to bitter cold temperatures and
treacherous road conditions, the retreat
that was scheduled in January had to be
postponed. Our new date is February
13th-14th. You are invited to spend 24
hours at Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat
Center doing whatever you want! Read,
sleep, knit, sew, paint, walk the land, play
an instrument, share a game. We will
begin with dinner at 6:30 pm on Friday
the 13th and end with worship at 4:00 on
Saturday the 14th. Space is limited, so
call or email Katherine now!

February 8:
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39
February 15:
2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30
1 Corinthians 9:24-27
Mark 1:40-45

Contemporary Worship
On the third Sunday each month,
beginning at 5:30, the Friends in Faith
Band leads us in song as we praise God
and give thanks for the blessings in our
lives. Quiet prayers lift up the sorrows
and struggles of our families and our
world. Scripture guides our reflection.
Join us on Feb. 15th for a small-group
“coffee-house” style worship followed by
a potluck supper. It is a wonderful time
of fellowship and faith.

February 22:
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. ~ Acts 2:42

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday begins our journey
through the Lenten season, and this year
we will celebrate that on February 25th!
We will gather for worship at 6:00, which
will include the very traditional imposition
of ashes. Each year we save the palms
from Palm Sunday, and burn them to make
the ashes for Ash Wednesday. Come and
experience the mystery and the power of
the ashes.

Special Music in February

February 8th
Alleluia Ringers
February 15th
Norma Wren, organist and Promised
Land
Evening – The Gathering - Friends In
Faith Band
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Youth and Christian Education . . .
Wednesday TouchStones Returns!

Did you notice Susan Chesley was missing during
the month of December? Many of us really
noticed it and many were so helpful as Susan
enjoyed the first part of her Sabbatical. She
will take the months of March and April off to
complete her Sabbatical. Ask her what she did
and what she plans on doing with this important
time in her life and the life of our Christian
Education program.

On Wed., February 4th, TouchStones begins a
new year of programming. Come early for a
simple supper at 5:30. Class runs from 6:007:00 followed by Music & Movement from 7:007:30.

Meanwhile, I'd like to highlight our month of
December activities involving CE and the many
people who said "yes" to these activities.
The Cookie Walk was December 14th and $619.50
was collected towards the purchase of choir
robes. Thank you to all who prepared Baxter
Fellowship Hall, baked cookies and cleaned up.
Thank you to Pat Baxter-Rebel who prepared and
served the wonderful chili and to Chris Fessler
who provided table decorations purchased from
the Salvation Army – a great green idea! And to
Dorothy Hammond, Cathy Wetzel, Chris Medina,
Vonnie King, Marilyn Riedesel, Anne Swarts,
Kaela Swarts, Amanda Loughead, Jessica Vance,
Kathy Ramsey and Emily Doll.

Church School
In February, children, youth and Spiritual
Companions will prepare for their journey into
Lent through the stories of those who met
Jesus and were forever changed by his Spirit
and Message.
The Tribal Gathering Church
School meets every Sunday morning from 9:0010:00 in the education wing.

The Children's Christmas Pageant was December
21st. Susan Chesley wrote the program with the
assistance of Cathy Wetzel, Charles Wellborn
Jr. and James Wetzel. Others that helped with
the rehearsal, rehearsal supper and the Pageant
itself were Ryan Dye, Katie Strzepek, Anne
Swarts, Chris Zippe, Marilyn Riedesel, Blaine
Chesley, Sarah Kenneke, and Mary Beth Dircks.
It was a wonderful pageant and thank you to all
the parents that involved their children and
assisted with them in any way.

TGIF
Join your friends and bring a friend to Movie
and a Meal Friday, February 20th, 5:30-7:30.
Meet in Baxter Fellowship Hall for supper and
then watch our feature presentation on the “big
screen.”

Those that helped with church school and
children's storytime during December were
Cathy Wetzel, Sandy Reinders, Lyle Stratton
and Kailan and Dick Lafrenz.
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!!
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With Our People. . .
Keep In Our Prayers

Staffing Changes

 Diane Anderson, home from rehab!

In the final weeks of Carol Stratton’s life, Lyle
made the wise decision that he needed a Leave
of Absence from his work as Caregiver
Coordinator. Since then, Lyle has been hard at
work – grieving, healing, growing, listening for
God’s guidance as he moves into a new future. In
order to make room for the new things that are
growing in Lyle’s life and spirit, he has decided
not to return to work on Edwards staff. We are
grateful for his work among us, and look forward
to the new things that God is doing in and
through him. Bless you Lyle!

 Vickie Bailey, recovering from surgery
 Sacha Boon,
seizures

continuing

treatment

for

 Lorelei Gephart, home from the hospital
 Jason & Anne-Marie Gephart, caring for
Grace and Lorelei
 Charlot King, in rehab at The Kahl Home
 Don and Gilly Miller, at home
 Dorothy Paulsen, continuing with cancer
treatment

Attention Edwards Cooks
When someone in the congregation needs a meal,
sometimes it is a scramble to find someone to
provide it. To alleviate this situation, we will
gather together on Thursday, February 26th at
10:00 am to cook casseroles and soups to fill the
wonderful freezer that Ann and George Kovacs
donated to us for these meals. Not only will it
be a fun day, but we will be fulfilling
a necessary mission!! If
you
would
like
to
participate,
contact
Kay Stiles. (563-3590062) If you have
any
tasty
simple
recipes,
let
her
know.

 Kevin Raap, deployed with the Air Force in
the Middle East
 Sandi Russell, continuing chemotherapy
 Pat Schroeder,
treatments

continuing

with

cancer

 Mila & Milo Smith, in the death of Milo’s
brother
 Helen West, at home
 Chris & Lucas Zippe, in the death of Luc’s
grandma
 In Care Facilities: Gen Bainter, Dow and
Rose Marie Edgerton, and Betty Murray.

Help Wanted!
Nursery Care during Morning Worship
10:00‐11:30 $15.00
Please call Marilyn Riedesel for more info
441‐9477

Potluck Sunday will be
February 8th! Bring a dish to
share and join us for
wonderful food and fellowship.
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Fellowship Opportunities . . .
God is Still Humming

Edwards Game Night

Edwards' 2 Annual God is Still Humming
Concert will be on Shrove/Fat Tuesday night,
February 24th, at 7 pm. The Promised Land
men’s quartet and The Friends in Faith Band
will lead us, along with the Alleluia Ringers, the
Chancel Choir - AND YOU? If you have a
musical group/solo to add to this event, please
call the church office right away.
nd

The
Membership
Board’s next family
game night is Friday,
February 13th from
6:30pm to 8:30pm.
Everybody is welcome,
so bring your favorite
game and a snack or beverage to share. We
will figure out which games to play that night.
Uno?
Euchre?
Cribbage?
Scrabble?
Backgammon? Apples to Apples?... No RSVP
necessary… Don’t know how play a game… we
will teach you! Join us!!

THANKS to all of you, we have ALMOST all we
need for our new robes and to be able to clean
our old ones to pass on to another choir! The
funds from our concert this year will go for a
dolly to move the piano over the new carpet
safely, and some lighter tables for the
handbells. What an amazing thing! Come to
the concert and keep on humming!!!

Women’s Night Out
Weather permitting . . . we will meet on Thur.,
Feb. 19th at The Family Restaurant (902 W
Kimberly) at 6:00 pm. All the ladies of the
church are invited. Please join us!!!

CPR/AED Training will be
offered at Edwards on the
following dates.
These are
suggested times, the actual
times depend on whether you
are currently certified in CPR and how many
are in each class. Classes will be limited to 10
per class. Register by Sunday, February 16.
$15.00 per person unless otherwise noted.
Friday, February 20
Noon-4:00 or 5-9:00 pm Adult CPR/AED
$12.00 per person
Saturday, February 21
8-2:30 Adult & Child CPR/AED
and Infant CPR
2:30-4:30 First-Aid
Sunday, February 22
Noon-4:00 Adult CPR/AED
If you’d like to sign up for a class, would like
information about a review class or challenge
or have any questions please call Sandy
Reinders, 332-2637 or skreinders@gmail.com.

Music Rehearsals
Friends in Faith Band:
Tuesday, Feb. 10th at 5:30 pm
Sunday, Feb. 15th at 4:00 pm
Chancel Choir:
Sundays – 9:15 am
Wednesdays – 7:00 pm
Alleluia Ringers:
Monday – 6:30 pm
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You !!
Thank you to the January Editor assemblers
Dick and Geri Dulaney, John and Dorothy
Hammond and Pat Rosburg.

Thank you to Woody Perkins for resolving some
computer issues.
Thank you to Sally Egy for updating Katherine’s
address book.

Thank you to Dick Dulaney, Michael Fessler,
Richard Jirus, Tom Kenneke, Lyle Stratton
and Dick Werner for snowblowing and shoveling
the walks throughout the winter.

Thanks to Dick Werner for replacing the drain
pipes in the kitchen sinks.
Thanks to Richard Jirus for installing the water
heater for the workroom sink.

Thank you to Vicky Langfeldt, organ, Promised
Land and liturgical dancers Blaine Chesley,
Amanda Loughead and Kathy Lafrenz for their
special musical gifts bringing in the first Sunday
in 2009.

Thank you to Dick Dulaney for researching and
obtaining a ringer for the workroom so we can
hear the phone and to Bob Riedesel for getting
the phone line ready for the ringer.

Thank you also to the Alleluia Ringers for their
delightful monthly music, directed by Sandy
Reinders, and to Evangeline Lewis and Mona
Terry for their soothing piano duet in January.

Since Sunday the 25th, I have been humming The
Joy of Faith written for, and sung in the
celebration of the 25th anniversary of my
ordination to the Christian ministry. I cried the
whole time I heard it in the service. And then,
to be able to sing and say again words and music
of our HeartSong installation from the REAL
bulletin, I was deeply moved. The amazing and
meaningful gifts you have given, the beautiful
and delicious cake and reception (complete with
making a JOYFUL NOISE), having the
conference represented in Jonna’s special
prayer, the humbling stories, ALL laying on
hands, the photos, the SURPRISE -- so MANY
people conspired together to create a holy, holy
experience for me – I don’t even know who you
all are! Even the CHOIR kept the secret! Now I
get what Katherine has said about our
celebrations of her ministry – how this will sink
in even more with time; and how it already has
changed my life. I am privileged to serve God
and this AMAZING congregation. Thank you so
very much. With love, Jean

Thank you to Brad Miller for leading the Friends
in Faith Band at The Gathering evening service.
Thanks to Richard Jirus and Dick Werner for
installing the new mirror in the Music Room.
Thanks to Chris and Michaela Fessler, Eric,
Lisa, Shannon, and Evan Crawford, and Susan
Chesley for preparing and serving supper at the
East Moline meal site.
Thanks to John and Dorothy Hammond, Dick
Dulaney, Julie Henke, Chris Fessler, and Susan
Chesley for tutoring at the Central Circle
Community Center.
Thanks to Chris Fessler and Blaine and John
Chesley for serving as Spiritual Companions in
Church School.
Thank you to Richard Jirus for installing a new
thermostat.
Thank you to the Annual Report assemblers Dick
and Geri Dulaney, Pat Rosburg and Hal
Willson.
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Sabbatical Reflections

A

to Marilyn Riedesel, Chris Fessler, Anne
Swarts, and Dorothy Hammond for organizing
the Cookie Walk and preparing the pageant
rehearsal dinner. Thank you to Kathy Lafrenz
and the Liturgical Dancers, to Angela Elliot,
Brady Weller, Steve Chesley, Dick Lafrenz,
and Jean Norton for their participation in the
pageant. A huge thank you to Pat BaxterRebal who provided all the chili enjoyed during
the cookie walk!
Thank you to Kathy
Bowerman who kept my notes and reminders
organized. And, finally, thank you to our
beloved parents who not only get the children
to church but stay with them and offer much
needed support and supervision.

s I reflect on December and my time
away from Edwards I am struck by two
distinct realizations. The first is how
deeply I and my family are connected to this
church and congregation. Many of you who
travel away from Edwards for extended
periods of time may relate to the feeling that
something tangible and intangible is missing
when you are separated from family. Steve
and I worshipped at several different
churches during the month and while we were
at times greeted warmly, there was a distance
that could not be bridged over the course of a
morning. We celebrated the season of Advent
and the approach of Christmas without the
song and words that have become so dear and
familiar. We missed the voice of Edwards as
it testifies to the voice of God.

December was a month of learning, reflecting,
remembering, releasing, and giving thanks. I
am so grateful to Katherine for first
suggesting that I take some Sabbatical time
and to the Church Council and the
congregation who made it so easy for me to let
go and say “Yes!” I am so happy to be back at
home even as I look forward to the second
part of this Sabbatical experience in March
and April.

My next blessed realization is that the
programming I hold so dear and in which I so
deeply identify is as important to others as it
is to me. I hesitate at times to invite others
into the ministry of education because I am
afraid it may be a burden to them. We are all
so busy that I fear one more task will be seen
as just that – a task. How could I have been
so wrong!

Thank you for this time!
Peace to all,

All of the December programming that we
anticipate and eagerly await unfolded without
a hitch. AND, most importantly, those involved
worked in joy. I have heard from so many how
wonderful the Pageant was, even the
rehearsal! Many hands and hearts blessed
December with cookies, cocoa, and chili,
children and chimes, and the ancient retelling
of the miraculous nativity.

Susan Chesley

I am especially grateful to Cathy Wetzel and
Sandy Reinders for spending Sunday mornings
with our children and their halos and wings and
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Bits and Pieces . . .
Environmental Stewardship

rd

How much can we do to save energy in our
homes? Please join the Social Justice Board in
taking the PBS quiz and find out! The answers
will be available in the March Editor and at the
Sunday Morning March Adult Forums at 9:00
a.m.
1. In 2005 what percentage of the energy
consumed by the United States came
from renewable energy?
2%
7%
15%
20%
2. On average, how much of the electricity
used to power home electronics is
consumed while electric products are
turned off?
40% 25%
0%
3. If you replace 25% of your lights in
high-use areas with compact fluorescent
bulbs, how much can you save on your
lighting energy bill?
50%
25%
10%
4. If every American home replaced just
one light bulb with an energy efficient
lightbulb, we would save enough energy
to light more than 3 million homes for a
year, and prevent greenhouse gases
equivalent to the emissions of how many
cars?
800,000
200,000
10,000
5. Which type of refrigerator-freezer is
most energy efficient?
Side-by-side model
Freezer on top model
Freezer on bottom model
6. What is the best method for reducing
your personal computer's energy use?
Putting the computer in sleep mode
Activating the screen saver
Closing all open programs
7. Which household activity consumes the
most water?
Dishwashing
Taking a bath
Washing clothes

Winnie’s Place

Some 3 Quarter Statistics ~ 38 women and 47
children were served and 2067 meals were
provided.
How can you help? Drop off any of the following
items in the boxes in the Narthex: Sugar,
vinegar, canned fruit, wax beans, chicken broth,
cereal, mayo, ketchup, coffee filters, pancake
mix, adult cold & flu medication, toilet bowl
cleaner, Clorox Clean up, Fantastic, 2009
calendars & pocket planners, and television
converter box coupons. Call Marilyn Hamilton if
you have any questions. (563-386-1958)

25 Years of Ministry
Cathy Wetzel wrote this song for Jean’s
ordination anniversary and Cec Chapman
arranged it.

The Joy of Faith
I lift my voice in song, so everyone can hear
The joy the fills my heart,
in words simple and clear
The music everywhere,
Sometimes the notes don’t make a sound
I lift my voice in song,
Even when no one’s around
I close my eyes in prayer and let the spirit free
To find the strength within
and without and what will be
May not be what we dream,
may not be what we plan
I close my eyes in prayer, discover who I am
I live my life in faith, each hour that goes by
Reminds me of the gift that God gave so that I
Can give myself to You, in honor and in praise
I live my life in faith, tomorrow and always
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Who. . .

What. . .

Preacher
Chancel Set-up
Scripture Reader
Communion
Servers
Visitor Guides
Nursery
10:15 am
Coffee Hour
Hosts – AM
3rd Sunday 5:30pm
Contemporary
Worship Potluck
Greeters

Ushers

Sound System
Lock-up
CareGivers
On Call

When. . .

February 1
Katherine Mulhern
Amanda Loughead
Brad Miller
Tom Kenneke

Where. . .
February 8
Katherine Mulhern
Audrey Dugan
Steve Chesley

February 15
Katherine Mulhern
Pat Cresap (AM)
Brian Dugan (PM)
Kathy Lafrenz

February 22
Katherine Mulhern
Brad & Deena Miller
Bob Riedesel

Amanda Loughead, Brad Miller, Angela Elliott, Dick Vallandingham, Kathy Lafrenz
Membership Board

Membership Board

Membership Board

Membership Board

Sara Verdick
Set-up: Membership
Clean-up: Social Justice

Dee Hillyer
Chris Medina
Don & Gilly Miller
Mary Hein
Joe Hall
Anne-Marie Gephart
Ollie Gallaher
David VanDerKamp
Woody Perkins
Sandy Reinders

Tracy Miller
Jean Neavor
Joyce Paustian
Nelda Paustian
Sally Egy
Pam Edmond
Clyde Durrah
Dick Dulaney
David VanDerKamp
Bob Williams
Fran Wolfe
Ann Kovacs

Set-up & Clean-up:
Weekday
Board
Kathy Ramsey
Sandy Reinders
Marilyn Riedesel
Tina Rivera
Dee Hillyer
Judy Collins
Barb Bleedorn
Bob Anderson
David VanDerKamp
Lois Larew

Erica Schroeder
Mila & Milo Smith
Sandy Sohr
Lucas Zippe
Dave Wymore
Steve Wildemuth
Margaret Wilber
David VanDerKamp
Sharon Wildemuth
Kay Stiles
Suzanne Benson

Where there are blanks, we may need your help!! Please call the church office to sign up.
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February Birthdays
1
1
2
3
9
10
11

Judy Collins
Steve Randall
Pat Sterk
Ardis Kasper
Bill Raap
Ron Walters
Evelyn Irey

12
13
14
16
16
17
17

Alex Sedgwick
Pat Van Dyke
Sue Ann Moorhead
Donna DeMuynck
Cindy Kuhn
Carol Mahan
Blaine Chesley

18
19
21
22
22
23
24

Deborah Morrison
Jeannine Miller
Jacque Lohmann
Taylor Schroeder
Elliot Knudson
Judy Van Blaricome
Jana Hukvari
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24
25
25
26
27
27
28

Samuel Moore
Carole Woods
Sabina Clingerman
Marilyn Riedesel
Sally Egy
Rick Sedgwick
Beth Takemoto

Food Pantry Sunday
February 22nd!

Non-perishables
are
greatly needed by the
food pantries.
Fill a
grocery bag to share
with hungry families.

3420 Jersey Ridge Rd
Davenport, IA 52807-2222
Office: (563) 359-0331
FAX: (563) 359-8221

February 2009

th

February 24

Save the Date
– God Is Still Humming Concert

EDWARDS CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Katherine A. Mulhern, Pastor
Rev. Jean Norton, Minister of Music
Susan Chesley, Minister of Christian Education
Geri Dulaney, Membership Coordinator
Kathy Bowerman, Secretary
Cathy Loughead, Bookkeeper
Tom Kenneke, Moderator
Joe Opsal, Custodian

katherine@edwards-ucc.org
jean@edwards-ucc.org
susan@edwards-ucc.org
geri@edwards-ucc.org
kathy@edwards-ucc.org
loughead@mchsi.com
kenneke2003@yahoo.com
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