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4th Annual
Music Concert

Tunes for Teens, Tweens and Tots
February 27th at 3:00 pm
~ Featuring ~
Promised Land, gospel quartet
and

The Alleluia Ringers
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From Our Pastor’s Desk...

T

do our homework, and wonder why our
grades aren’t what we’d hoped. We plant
tomatoes and we expect onions to grow!

hese days, ice and snow blanket the
landscape,
and
I
have
been
reflecting on that wonderful passage
of scripture from the book of Ecclesiastes
– For everything there is a season….a time

The public outcry over the recent shooting
in Tucson is like that, I think. For years
our nation has resisted gun control,
defending the Constitutional right to bear
arms, telling ourselves that people kill
people – not guns. Our public discourse
incites anger and blame and a “take no
prisoners” attitude.
Yet we are shocked
and horrified when a Congresswoman and a
Judge and 17 others are shot in cold blood.
I can’t help but wonder, why would we
expect it to be different?
We have
planted the seeds of violence, and we
shouldn’t be surprised when we reap
violence that is senseless and jarring. If
we want a different result, we need to plant
different seeds.

to plant and a time to pluck up what is
planted…. I think I’m trying to convince
myself that it won’t always be winter!

In spite of the fact that the temperatures
are in the deep freeze, my friends who are
gardeners are pouring over their seed
catalogues, planning the layout of their
spring plantings and checking their seed
supplies. It won’t be long before we start
seeing seed packets in the grocery store. I
even started working on a quilt that is filled
with fabrics that depict fruits and
vegetables in all their harvest glory.
During my prayer time one morning
recently, I came across a quote from Maya
Angelou that struck me as deep wisdom, and
I wanted to share it. She writes, There is

The middle of winter is a perfect time to
reflect on the seeds that we will plant when
spring arrives. Today the snow blankets
the earth, the soil is dormant, and we all
have a little time to prepare. But spring will
come! Our faith invites us to plant seeds of
love, seeds of forgiveness, seeds of justice
and peace, seeds of integrity, seeds of
generosity,
seeds
of
kindness
and
compassion, seeds of joy and self-giving
service.

an immutable life principle with which many
people will quarrel. Although nature has
proven season in and season out that if the
thing that is planted bears at all, it will
yield more of itself, there are those who
seem certain that if they plant tomato
seeds, at harvest time they can reap onions.

We all plant seeds – whether they are
tomato seeds or the seeds of our lives – and
all too often we get caught in the trap of
hoping that we will reap what we have not
sowed.

The life of faith is like every other garden.
Some of those seeds won’t grow – and we
may never know why.
But others will
germinate and take root and grow strong
and healthy. They will bear fruit when the
season is ripe. When you are planning your
garden, you have to begin with the end in
mind! If you want tomatoes, you’ve got to
plant tomatoes! Now is the time to start!

We join a gym, go a couple of times a
month, and complain that we have not seen
any results. We join the church, come
occasionally, and wonder why it doesn’t
seem like our spiritual life is very fruitful.
We complain about our spouse or our
children or our parents or our friends, and
we wonder why our relationships aren’t
fulfilling. We sign up for a class, neglect to
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Edwards Worships...
February Scriptures

Special Music in February

February 6th ~
Mary Beth Dircks & Brad Miller, piano duet
February 13th ~
Alleluia Ringers, Sandy Reinders, Director
February 20th ~
The Friends In Faith Band
February 27th at 3:00 PM ~
Tunes for Teens, Tweens & Tots Concert

February 6:
Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12)
Psalm 112:1-9, (10)
1 Corinthians 2:1-12, (1316)
Matthew 5:13-20
February 13:
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

February 20:
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119:33-40
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 1623
Matthew 5:38-48

Weekly Music Rehearsals
Newcomers Always Welcome
Alleluia Ringers Monday nights 6:30 - 8 pm
Chancel Choir Wednesday nights 7 - 8:30 pm
Friends in Faith Tuesday, Feb. 8th , 5:30 – 6:30 pm

February 27:
Isaiah 49:8-16a
Psalm 131
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 6:24-34

They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers. ~ Acts 2:42

Worship Board Retreat

Capital Campaign
Kickoff Brunch

The Worship Board will be going on
retreat together on February 19th from
9-4 at St. Ambrose University. Anyone
interested in dreaming and planning for
upcoming worship services is invited to
join them! Call the church office if you
are interested in attending!

There will be a Capital Campaign Kickoff
Brunch hosted by the Edwards Staff following
worship on Sunday, February 20th. Join us for
some wonderful food and fellowship and meet
the Steering Committee during this exciting
time at Edwards as we begin to work toward
making the vision a reality.
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Youth and Christian Education...
Wednesday Programs

Web-Based Book Study

On Wednesday evenings the church is filled with
adults, youth and children participating in
programs that strength faith and enrich
fellowship. No reservations necessary… just
come as you are and make mid-week as exciting
as the week-end!
Here’s what’s happening in February:
TouchStones for Kids and Music and Movement
(pre-K through 5th grade) will explore Epiphany
and the many ways God’s power and grace are
revealed in the scriptures and in our ordinary
lives. TouchStones for Adults continues the
study of Compassionate Communication, and
Confirmation and TECT Team youth group
continue their programming.
As always,
programming begins with a Simple Supper from
5:30-6:00, followed by Confirmation, TECT
Team and Compassionate Communication from
6:00-7:30 and TouchStones for kids from
6:00-7:00 with Music and Movement from 7:007:30.

We are trying an experiment! Many of you have
expressed frustration that Book Studies and
Classes for Adults have been happening at times
that do not work for everyone. So… we are going
to try a Web Based book study!
Beginning this month, we will be reading a book
by Jim Wallis Rediscovering Values on Wall
Street, Main Street, and Your Street. Jim
Wallace is a bestselling author, renowned
speaker and preacher, public theologian and
international commentator on religion and public
life, faith and politics. He is a frequent guest on
the news programs of CBS, NBC, ABC, Fox, CNN,
MSNBC and National Public Radio.
Here’s how it will work. Get your hands on the
book! Join us after worship on February 6th so
that Woody can get you signed up for the blog
and you can get the reading schedule! And then
start reading. Each week, Katherine will post
some comments about the week’s readings, and
you will be able to post yours…and read what
others are saying. Come join the conversation!

Spaghetti & Movie Night
February’s TGIF: Movie and a Meal will be held
on Friday, February 11th from 5:30-7:30. All
are invited to a showing of one of 2010’s best
animated films – Toy Story 3. The evening’s
meal will be a spaghetti dinner provided by the
TECT Team youth. Bring your favorite dessert
or movie snack to share with a crowd.
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TECT Team News...
Happy New Year! This year promises to
bring a lot of fun and relationship building.
The months of fall went by very quickly –
so quickly that it feels like there is never
enough time to spend together!

Also,
this
year’s
annual
youth
fundraiser will be
coming up. This year,
we are going to have
a trivia theme and

there will be NO live
auction. There will be a silent auction in

We look forward to many activities,
including a visit to the Sikh temple, a
Sunday visit to a Greek Orthodox
congregation as well as a close look at
different perspectives of Jesus, beginning
with the different gospel accounts. This
Spring, we anticipate the annual youth
fundraiser, a lock-in, as well as a trip to
Chicago. The youth will also have the
opportunity to place their official “stamp”
on the TECT team room by decorating the
room, according to their liking. It will be a
nice way for them to have sacred space
that is a reflection of who they are.

conjunction with the trivia game and food
will be served, as well. There will be a flat
fee for trivia participants and a nominal
fee for food and drinks. Please join us for
this event! Though it is a scaled down
version of what we usually do, it promises
to be a lot of fun and as usual, the
proceeds will fund both the adult and youth
mission trips.
Finally, we are in the
process of planning the
time and location for this
year’s youth mission trip.

Please take note that
on Friday, February
11th at 5:30 p.m. the
youth will be hosting
and
serving
a
spaghetti dinner for
the congregation. This dinner will be in
conjunction with movie night. Any and all
are welcome to come! We will have a full
spaghetti dinner and snacks during the
movie. We will watch a movie that can be
enjoyed by all ages.
The youth are
anticipating using the proceeds of this
event as a tithe to go directly to the
congregation’s financial needs, specifically
to pay the remaining deficit from 2010. As
a result, a free-will offering will be taken
for this event.
Please join us for a
wonderful meal and a fun movie.

Please be on the lookout
for announcements and
further
details
about
these events!
And, as always, please feel free to contact
me with any questions or concerns.
Peace and Joy,
Crystal McCormick
Youth Director
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With Our People...
Keep In Our Prayers

February Birthdays

 Nancy Bolyard, in hospice care

1
2
3
5
10
11
12
14
16
16
16
17
17
18
19
21
22
22
22
23
24
24
25
25
26
26
27
27
27
28

 Family & friends grieving the death of
Sandy Carlson
 Sue Curl, health concerns
 Marilyn Hamilton, recovering from surgery
 Chris Medina, recovering from surgery
 Don & Gilly Miller, health concerns
 Frances Sanders, recovering from a stroke
 Pat Sterk, her mom, Dorothy Clapp, at
Clarissa Cook
 Sharon Wildemuth, recovering from surgery
 In Care or Assisted Living Facilities: Don
Carroll, Rose Marie Edgerton, George
Gallaher, Betty Murray, Nelda Paustian
and Joyce Swarts

4th Annual Music Concert
Tunes for Teens, Tweens and Tots
Please join us for a concert by Promised Land,
gospel quartet and the Alleluia Ringers Handbell
Choir on February 27th at 3:00 pm. The offering
will be split between Rick's House of Hope,
Davenport and theplace2b, Rock Island.
Rick's provides individual and group intervention
for children experiencing a traumatic loss, such
as suicide or violence as well as group support
for children experiencing more "traditional" loss,
such as divorce or the death of a loved one.
Theplace2b provides a safe haven for our
community's youth. Services include: Housing
Assistance, Emergency Food Needs, Career
Exploration, Linking to Community Resources,
Counseling, Homework Assistance, Life and
Vocational Skills, Job and Interview Training, A
Warm Meal, A Warm Place, A Warm Welcome.

Judy Collins
Pat Sterk
Ardis Kasper
Joshua Weiss
Ron Walters
Evelyn Irey
Alex Sedgwick
Sue Ann Moorhead
Donna DeMuynck
Cindy Kuhn
Maddox Sullivan
Carol Mahan
Blaine Chesley
Deborah Morrison
Jeannine Miller
Jacque Lohmann
Adam McCormick
Taylor Schroeder
Elliot Knudson
Judy Van Blaricome
Jana Hukvari
Glenn Baggerly
Carole Woods
Sabina Clingerman
Crystal McCormick
Marilyn Riedesel
Sally Egy
Samuel Moore
Rick Sedgwick
Beth Takemoto

If your birthday does not appear in the monthly
Editor, please let the church office know so we
can add your special day!!
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Fun & Fellowship...
Zumba

Women’s Night Out

Feel like dancing?
Blaine Chesley,
Certified Instructor, is leading Zumba
Fitness Classes every Saturday morning
from 9:15-10:15 in Baxter Hall. Zumba is
Spanish slang for “move fast and have fun”
and combines easy to follow Latin dance
steps with energetic aerobic movements
that create an all-out body sculpting and
cardio workout. Wear comfortable clothes
you can move in and bring a water bottle!
Cost is $5/class or $20 for a 5 class punch
card. Twenty percent of proceeds go to
Edwards. For more info call Blaine @2712916

The women of Edwards are all invited and
encouraged to join in for great food and
wonderful fellowship the third Thursday of
every month. On February 17th we will be
going to a favorite spot – the Olive Garden
at 330 W. Kimberly Rd., Davenport. We
will gather at 6:00 pm. See you there!!

CPR/AED Training
CPR/AED training will be offered at
Edwards on the following dates. These are
suggested times, the actual times depend
on whether you are currently certified in
CPR and how many are in each class.
Classes will be limited to 10. Register by
February 27th by calling
Sandy Reinders at 332-2637
or signing up on the weekly
tear-off.

Donuts and Hammers Team

On Tues., Jan. 25th, a new men’s group met
for the first time at 8:30 am. This group
has two goals. Goal #1 is to drink coffee,
eat donuts and enjoy fellowship together.
Goal #2 is to make minor repairs around
the church. It is anticipated that this
group will meet every two weeks, but
details will be decided by the group. Skill
with tools is not a requirement. Kibitzing
will be encouraged. If you have repair
skills, want to learn
repair skills or like
donuts…
you
are
welcome!! Our next
meeting is planned
for Tues., Feb. 8th.
See you there!!

Friday, March 4
1-5 or 5:30-9:00 pm - Adult CPR/AED
5:30-7:00 - CPR Made Simple, noncertification class
Saturday, March 5
9-2:00 CPR/AED - Adult & Child and
Infant CPR
9-10:30 - CPR Made Simple, noncertification class
2:30-4:30 - First-Aid
Sunday, March 6
11:45-1:00 - CPR Made Simple, noncertification class
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Enrichment...
Come to the Quiet…
th

Take Good Care of Yourself,
You Belong to…

th

Save March 18 and 19 for a time of retreat,
reflection, and renewal with others from
Edwards. We will gather at 4:00 on Friday the
18th at St. Mary’s Monastery in Rock Island, and
we will finish about 4:00 on Saturday the 19th.

February is a wonderful month to think about
good self-care. Each Sunday in February, at
11:30 am in the community room, the Care Givers
will offer a brief presentation about some
aspect of self-care. Healthy snacks and coffee
will be provided.
February 6th – Watch Out for That Snow
Presenter – Terry Schlabach

Katherine and Jean will lead this time of
retreat, focusing on the theme of Waiting…a
Space at the
Challenge for All Seasons.
monastery is limited to 12 persons, so sign up
early in the church office or on the tear-off
sheet in worship on Sunday morning. The cost
for the weekend is $80, with scholarships
available.

February 13th – Dry Air, Dry Skin, Dry Hair
Presenter – Elizabeth Masias-Penn
February 20th – Too Much Shoveling?
Help With those Sore Muscles
Presenter – Cathy Burbank

St. Mary’s is a beautiful setting and there will be
opportunities for a long walk or a nap or time to
get to know someone you haven’t known before.
Don’t miss this opportunity!

February 27th – A Healthy Diet; Chocolate?
Presenter – Amanda Wilson
Dietitian Genesis Cancer Center

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You !!
Thank you to Edwards friends and staff. I’m
always telling other people what a great church I
go to. And yet again you proven me to be right!
Thanks for all the cards, calls and support at my
dad’s Celebration of Life party at Palmer Hills.
You are the best! Ruth Hefferman

Thank you to the Editor helpers in December:
Ruth Bowers, Dorothy Hammond, Martha
Jirus and Ardis Kasper.
Thanks to Cathy Wetzel, Katie Van Blair,
Dennise Weyman, and Chris Fessler for
teaching in TouchStones for Kids in January.

Thank you to Carolina Warren-Collison for a
beautiful vocal solo in early January, Elaine
Lippert, wonderful organ and conducting the
fabulous Chancel Choir in January, Norma Wren
for great piano accompaniment of the choir,
Sandy Reinders for weekly rehearsing and
monthly conducting the amazing Alleluia Ringers,
and Promised Land and the Friends in Faith
Band for rocking music this month. Thank you to
Michelle Hukvari for excellent weekly Music
Library work.

Thanks to the Hixon family and Sandy Reinders
for providing Simple Suppers in January and to
Michael Fessler and Cathie Miller for cleanup.
Thank you to our Christmas angel who gave us
the Hy-vee certificate. It was a lovely surprise
and very helpful during Christmas. Love, The
Gepharts.
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Media Ministry News...
Become Facebook “Friends”
with Edwards!

Quotable Quotes
On the PBS News Hour, Mark Shields, one of the
contributors, shared this observation about the
tragedy in Tucson:

All of us have friends AT Edwards, but we
wanted to remind you that you have the
opportunity to be friends WITH Edwards – on
Facebook. As part of our Media Ministry, Joyce
Paustian has volunteered to maintain the
Edwards UCC Facebook page. You can find
Edwards on facebook by searching for Edwards
UCC. You can either become a "Friend" (allows
you to see all updates and photos) or a "Fan"
(lets your Facebook friends know that you are an
Edwards supporter). If you don't already have a
Facebook account, you can create one at
www.facebook.com. All you need is an email
address.

“A friend of mine, Allen Ginsberg, who is an
historian up in Maine, said this week,
‘We saw a white, Catholic, Republican federal
judge murdered on his way to greet a
Democratic woman, member of Congress, who
was his friend and was Jewish. Her life was
saved initially by a 20-year-old MexicanAmerican gay college student and eventually by a
Korean-American combat surgeon. And then it
was all eulogized and explained by an AfricanAmerican president. In a tragic event, that's a
remarkable statement about our country.’”

In addition to our website, this is one more way
you can keep up-to-date on information about
Edwards worship services and other upcoming
events. There will also be a small photo gallery
area, which will contain current event photos,
beyond what Woody takes each Sunday. To
protect individual privacy, most of these photos
will be “group shots”, with occasional individual
shots taken during special worship or musical
activities.
We will particularly avoid featuring individual
photos of children, and we will have a "notagging" policy for ALL photos (i.e., no name
labels). If you absolutely do not want your
picture to appear on the site, please email Joyce
at joyce@edwards-ucc.org.
Also, if you or your group has a church related
event that you would like to have promoted on
this site, please email that information to Joyce
as well. We look forward to expanding our
Edwards outreach through this popular social
media technology!
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Who... What... When... Where...

Preacher
Chancel Set-up
Acolytes
Scripture Reader
Communion
Servers
Special Music
Sound System
Visitor Guides
Greeters

Ushers
Coffee Hour
Hosts – AM
Lock-up
Snow Removal
this week:
CareGivers
On Call

February 6
Communion Sunday
Katherine Mulhern
Sandy Reinders
Jewell Hixon
Michaela Fessler
Terry Schlabach

February 13
Potluck Sunday
Katherine Mulhern
Marilyn Riedesel

February 20
Campaign Kickoff
Katherine Mulhern
Carol Hart

Cormac Warren
Cathie Miller

Sandy Reinders

Mary Beth Dircks
Brad Miller
David VanDerKamp
Membership Board
Jack King
Vonnie King
Mary Hein
Tim Lawlor
Tom Kenneke
Joyce Paustian
Sandy Reinders
Pat Rosburg

Alleluia Ringers

Friends in Faith Band

David VanDerKamp
Membership Board
Chris Kenneke
Cathy Loughead
Chris Medina
Fran Wolfe
Erica Schroeder
Milo Smith
Pat Sterk
Ollie Gallaher

Dee Hillyer

Potluck

Ann Criswell

George Kovacs

David VanDerKamp
Membership Board
Elisabeth Norwood
Joyce Paustian
Sandy Reinders
Marilyn Riedesel
Bonnie Walling
Ned Walling
Dee Hillyer
Fran Wolfe
Pat Cresap
Teresa Caligaris
Steve Wildemuth

February 27
Food Pantry Sunday
Sue Harrington
Terry Schlabach
Emma McCormick
Cormac Warren
Youth

David VanDerKamp
Membership Board
Erica Schroeder
Beverly Simpson
Mila Smith
Milo Smith
Michael Ball-Trevor
Bev Bergert
Judy Collins
Ollie Gallaher
Pam Edmond
Joyce Paustian

Carol Bachellor
Ruth Bowers

Sandy Reinders

Where there are blanks, we may need your help!! Please call the church office to sign up.
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Calendar of Events. . .
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SAVE THESE DATES!!
Feb. 11th
Spaghetti & a Movie
Feb. 19th
Worship Board Retreat
Feb. 27th
4th Annual Music Concert:
Tunes for Teens, Tweens & Tots

Food Pantry Sunday
February 27th!!
Non-perishables are greatly
needed by the food pantries.
Fill a grocery bag to share
with hungry families.

EDWARDS CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Katherine A. Mulhern, Pastor
Rev. Jean Norton, Minister of Music
Susan Chesley, Minister of Christian Education
Crystal Silva-McCormick, Youth Director
Geri Dulaney, Membership Coordinator
Bobbi Rudiger, CareGiver Coordinator
Kathy Bowerman, Church Secretary
Cathy Loughead, Bookkeeper
Bob Riedesel, Moderator
Joe Opsal, Custodian
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katherine@edwards-ucc.org
jean@edwards-ucc.org
susan@edwards-ucc.org
crystal@edwards-ucc.org
geri@edwards-ucc.org
bobbi@edwards-ucc.org
kathy@edwards-ucc.org
loughead@mchsi.com
collinsju43@gmail.com

