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From Our Pastor’s Desk…

T

hese days, I have begun to shift into a “cleaning out” mode, in preparation for my departure
at the end of June. It’s amazing what accumulates in the corners of an office after 15 years!
Even with all the moving around that I did last year when we were working on the building,
there are still many, many things to sort through and weed out. From books to sermons to all the
cards and notes that you have sent over the years (yes, I saved every one of them) …..I am amazed
at what has accumulated around me over the years.

I am also amazed that with every bit of cleaning out I do, my spirit feels a little lighter. It’s not just
the drawers in my desk that have more space. It’s also the corners of my soul. It’s not just the
bookshelves that have more room – it’s also my heart that feels more open to the new possibilities
that lie ahead for me and for Edwards.
I find myself wondering a couple of things. First, I wonder how I will ever fit all this “stuff” into my
small office at home that also doubles as my quilting space. And the answer is – I won’t. Which is
why I’m cleaning out and paring down! Second, I wonder what the next occupant of the “pastor’s
study” will put on these bookshelves and in these file drawers. And – of course – that answer will
have to wait until there is a new pastor! But it will be fun to see.
We Americans are incredibly “stuff” oriented. We have stuff in our offices, we have stuff in every
room of our homes, and we even have stuff in storage units because we can’t fit everything into
one place. I recently read an article about the trend in our big cities toward smaller and smaller
living spaces, with fold‐away furniture so that the dining room could become the living room
which could become the bedroom ‐ all with very little effort. And that trend may grow, as the
movement toward simpler living takes hold in our culture. But for now, I’m stuck with figuring
out what to do with all this “stuff”!
Throughout this month at church, we will be celebrating the season of Easter. We’ll be reflecting
on what it looks like to live a “resurrection life” – set free by the resurrection of Jesus Christ so that
we can live in ways that are life‐giving instead of life‐taking. For Jesus, a big part of that was about
“traveling light.” When you’re packing for a trip, the professional packers tell you to lay out
everything you think you need – and then cut it in half! That’s not bad spiritual advice, either!
It is a real challenge for us to let go of the baggage that weighs us down. It’s hard to put down the
emotional burdens of a difficult childhood or a bad marriage or caring for a loved one through a
final illness. It’s almost impossible to set aside the expectations and demands of work or world or
even home, in order to be able to hear God’s invitations and expectations. It requires discipline to
live a life that is connected to people instead of to things or skills or success or failure. And that’s
what a “resurrected life” is!
Resurrection life is a gift. It is grace. It is as open and fragrant as a hillside covered with spring
flowers, and it is as full of awe as an organ concert in a great cathedral. So, I invite you to consider
this question. What will you “weed out and set aside” this Easter….so that you can live a “risen and
rising” life in the power and love of our Lord Jesus Christ? What would make your spirit lighter?
What would make you laugh more? What would open your heart so that you can become an
instrument of love and life in the world around you? Receive this gift of resurrection, and you will
become an instrument of resurrection in the world! Say yes to this grace and new life will find you
– when you least expect it!
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Edwards Worships…
April Scriptures
April 7, 2013
Acts 5:27–32
Psalm 118:14–29
or Psalm 150
Revelation 1:4–8
John 20:19–31

April 21, 2013
Acts 9:36–43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9–17
John 10:22–30
April 28, 2013
Acts 11:1–18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1–6
John 13:31–35

April 14, 2013
Acts 9:1–6, (7–20)
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11–14
John 21:1–19

They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. ~ Acts 2:42

Altar Flowers ~ Sign up on the weekly announcement sheet if you would like to provide Sunday
altar flowers! You can also email kathy@edwards‐ucc.org to reserve your date. Flowers are
sometimes offered in memory of loved ones or in celebration of a special day or event. Providing
flowers is also a nice way to surprise a member of the congregation by honoring them for their
commitment to church work or for their outstanding volunteer work. Order flowers from the
florist of your choice and have them delivered between 9am and Noon on the Friday before
church.

Music at Edwards…
Special Music in April
April 7th ~ Liturgical Dancers and Children of Edwards
April 14th ~ Alleluia Ringers
April 21st ~ Promised Land
April 28th ~ Emmaus Road

Weekly Music Rehearsals ~ Newcomers Always Welcome
Liturgical Dancers – Sundays 11:30 am
Alleluia Ringers ‐ Monday nights 6:30 pm
Children’s Choir – Wednesday nights 5 pm
Chancel Choir – Wednesday nights 7:00 pm
Emmaus Road – Thursday nights 6:30 pm (Apr. 11, 18 & 25)
Youth Strings – Thursday nights 5:30 pm (Apr. 11 & 25)
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Youth and Christian Education…
Nursery News!
The Christian Education Board has hired a new staff person for
our nursery here at Edwards UCC. Meet Danielle Dibbern.
Danielle is a recent graduate of Kaplan University. She has her
Bachelor of Science in Public Health and is also a Certified
Medical Assistant. She is CPR, AED, and First Aid Certified, as
well. Danielle was looking for a part‐time job and found us on
craigslist. The CE Board was very pleased with Danielle’s
skills, experience and pleasant personality. We trust that she
will be a good match with our congregation and the children
here at Edwards. If you stop by the nursery, be sure to
introduce yourself to Danielle!

Children’s Chapel this Spring… Old & New: A celebration of Psalms
Do you have cool old stuff? I bet you do! If you have anything old (as in, older than some of our
children – or, maybe even older than your Minister of Faith Formation…) and interesting stories
that go with your stuff, contact Kendra. As we transition from winter to spring, it is a good time to
talk about what has passed and what is coming. I would like to explore this with the biblical
medium of the Psalms – and YOUR cool stuff! Let me know if you, your stories, your stuff – any
and/or all of these might be interested in joining the children for chapel one Sunday this spring.

TouchStones ~
Important April Dates for TouchStones:
April 3rd – we will dig up the Alleluia Banner!
April 10th – “cast party” for pageant
April 17th – movie night
April 24th – game night (And last TouchStones of the season)

On Sunday, April 7th the children of Edwards will perform, “What
is It?” our 2013 Easter Pageant, as a part of worship. They have
been practicing for many weeks now. We are looking forward to
sharing the message of Easter with you in this way. See you then!
Ahead @ Edwards…
MISSION in MOTION – Sunday, May 19th will be our Shrimp Boil and Youth Auction. If you have
items to donate, are interested in serving, or want to help, contact Kendra!
YOUTH MISSION TRIP – June 2‐8, United Church Neighborhood Houses in Saint Louis, MO. If you
are planning to go on this trip, please let me know! ~ Pastor Kendra
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – This year’s theme is “Jesus & Friends Art Café” and VBS will be the
week of June 10‐14 from 5:30‐7:30 PM, which includes supper. If you want to help, please contact
Pastor Kendra!
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Scholarship Applications Due May 17th
Strohbehn Scholarship applications are due in the pastor’s office by
May 17th. This $1,000 scholarship is available to any student who is a
member of Edwards AND who is or will be attending an accredited two
or four‐year college. Application packets will include:
1) Official transcripts of all academic work.
2) An essay answering the following questions:
 How have you been involved in the church over your life?
 What events have shaped your life most profoundly?
 What book or books have been most important in your life?
 What are your educational goals?
3) A written statement outlining the family’s financial need in general terms.
4) Three written references.
The Church Council will interview finalists and make the decision about who will receive the
scholarship. Don’t miss this opportunity! Call the church office for more information.

Adult Forum Opportunity…
An Informative Presentation:
Things You Didn’t Know… You Didn’t Know!
Sundays, April 14 & 21 at 9:00 am in the Library

Presented by: David W. Deuth, CFSP, Owner of Weerts Funeral Home
There’s a good reason that this particular program is quickly becoming their most‐requested
presentation topic! Packed with useful information and some pertinent real‐live examples, this
program outlines several key elements of good planning, including: Wills, Living Wills, Advance
Directives, Life Insurance & Beneficiaries and the Right to Control Funeral Arrangements.
Whether you are a son or daughter trying to sort through a parent’s finances, or you’re just plain
thinking ahead, you’re sure to appreciate the insights shared in this informative program.
Unfortunately, many people “plan” without always having enough information to make the best
overall decisions. And sometimes, simply knowing the right questions to ask is all it takes to get
us pointed in the right direction. And that’s exactly what this program is all about: getting pointed
in the right direction.

Library Window Look…
One of the active earth‐care hour challenges being encouraged by the Social Justice Board during
the Easter Season is to read a book about the environment. Prayer is always a good way to start
and THE OXFORD BOOK OF PRAYER has several about the universe; AMEN has wonderful
photographs and prayers from different religions for the earth. In STORIES FOR THE HEART there
are some inspirational and motivational essays like “Keeper of the Spring.”
For you to read with children there is RACHEL CARSON and IF THE WORLD WERE A VILLAGE.
For everyone to act on their faith choose 50 SIMPLE THINGS YOU CAN DO TO SAVE THE EARTH.
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Beyond Our Walls…
Earth Day Concert
Sunday April 21st, 7:00pm, at Unitarian Universalist Church of the Quad Cities. Performances by
choirs from UUCQC and Edwards, Augustana faculty Samantha Keehn, euphonium, and Saul Nache,
voice, a clarinet choir The Clariknots, and a joint choir piece with a special new string arrangement
by Zoey Pinter. Free and open to the public.

Yom HaShoah Service Remembers the Holocaust
The word “remember” is really two words. It (literally) means to “re”‐“member” or to make what
is broken whole again. This year’s Holocaust Remembrance Service will take place on April 7th at
7:00 pm at Temple Emanuel. Each year, this service brings a featured speaker to the Quad Cities –
someone who personally survived the Holocaust. This year’s speaker is Joe Koek, who now lives
in Chicago. He was born in 1930 in The Hague, which was occupied by the Nazis in May of 1940.
In 1943, when Joe was 13 years old, he and his sisters went into hiding to escape arrest. Their
parents were arrested and sent to Auschwitz, where they died. The Underground moved him and
his sisters from their original hiding place to safer ground in Holland, but in the process the
siblings were separated. After the war, they were reunited at an orphanage for Jewish children,
where Joe spent six years, before immigrating to the United States. Come and hear his story.
Come and witness to the world that we will never forget. Come and learn what it really means to
remember and find wholeness out of the broken pieces of history.

Churches United Delegate Assembly – Thursday April 4th
Thursday, April 4th, Churches United will gather at 7:00pm at Asbury United Methodist Church at
18th and Mississippi in Bettendorf for its Annual Delegate Assembly. This year’s program will
include a tribute to Executive Director, Rev. Ron Quay, who passed away on December 27, 2012.
Churches United sponsors the Food Pantries, which we support, it founded Winnie’s Place, it
sponsors the Carelink Program of Emergency Assistance in which we participate, it oversees the
meal site programs at the Salvation Army and in East Moline that we support….and much more!
All are welcome! Come and celebrate the life of Rev. Ron Quay. Come and celebrate the life of
Churches United as it helps us to serve the community.
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With Our People…

Because of privacy concerns related to information available on
the internet, Edwards has chosen to remove the names of those
for whom we are praying from our on‐line newsletter.
We lift in joy those moments of celebration in our lives –
anniversaries, births, and marriages. We continue to pray for
those in the hospital, those who are home‐bound, and those who
battle illness. We lift up those who grieve the loss of a loved one
and remember those who carry heavy burdens. We trust that as
we lift one another in prayer, God’s presence brings strength,
hope and wholeness to us all. Amen.

Birthdays…
1
2
4
5
6
6
7
7
7
9
9
11
11
11

Robert Ripple
Josie Nabhan‐Warren
Bobbie Dodd
Mila Smith
Beth Hakanson
Peggy Olsen
Raven Ball‐Trevor
Madelyn Dye
Parker Sedgwick
Ruth Hefferman
Bob Hamilton
Eric Crawford
Tom Kenneke
Benjamin Nabb

12
13
14
14
15
15
15
16
17
18
18
19
19
19

Ann Criswell
Bob Larew
Don Miller
Beverly Simpson
Leeta Stuhler
Rich Wellman
Angie Opsal
Carol Ogletree
Eric Knudson
Susan Chesley
Bob Steinich
Edith Egli
Sue Harrington
Herbert Moore

21
22
23
23
23
23
24
25
26
27
28
28
28

Trisha Gehler
Cec Chapman
Emily Springer
Kristia Tinsley‐LeShoure
Ethan Vordtriede
Jennifer Wilbricht
Stephen Warren
Audrey Dugan
Jody Bailey
Julia Natvig
Bill Anderson
Susan Curl
Sandy Reinders

Fellowship Opportunities…
Women’s Breakfast Group
All are welcome to join us at Riefe’s Restaurant (1417 W. Locust St., Davenport) on Monday, April
1st at 10:00 am for brunch/lunch and fellowship. Join in and bring a friend!!

Women’s Night Out
All ladies are invited to Women’s Night Out, Thursday, April 18th for dinner at 6 pm at Biaggi’s,
5195 Utica Ridge Rd., Davenport, IA. Bring a guest or a newcomer – this is a great way to enjoy an
evening of good food with new and old friends.
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Mission…

Join Edwards for the UCC-wide Mission 4/1 Earth Campaign, which starts April 1st and
ends fifty days later on May 19th, Pentecost. Those 50 great days of Eastertide are an
opportunity for us to green up, power down, and shout out for Earth!
The goal for Mission 4/1 Earth?
100,000 trees planted
100,000 letters written on environmental concerns
1000,000,000 hours of Earth care

The goal for Edwards Congregational UCC?
50 trees planted
50 letters written
500 hours of Earth care
Each Sunday you will find Mission 4/1 Earth Timecards in the pew, where you can report your
hours of earth care, letters, and trees planted. Completed cards are then place in the offering
basket.
How will we reach 500 hours of engaged earth care?
Turn off your lights when you leave the house (gone 8 hours? That’s 8 hours of earth care); plant
and tend an organic garden (count the time you spend watering, weeding, etc); install energy
efficient light bulbs and count the time it took to go get them and put them in; count the time it
takes you to recycle each day; recycle your electronics at Scott County Recycling Center at
Tremont and 53rd; count the hours of yard work you do with manual tools; donate your surplus
items to a thrift store like Winnie’s Wishes on River Drive and count the time it takes you to collect
the items, drive to the store, and get back home.
Here are some more ideas for engaged Earth care…
Purchase fair trade coffee this month after church and count the time each day you spend enjoying
your coffee (or chocolate)! Dump your coffee grounds in a compost pile or on acid loving plants
and add that time, too.
Replace bottled water with a filtered pitcher and count the time you pour a glass of water each
week, or try the tap water instead.
How about setting up a rain barrel or compost bin? How about replacing your lawn with drought
resistant native plants? How about using only organic fertilizer? How about using vinegar and
baking soda for cleaning instead of harsh chemicals?
Time spent reading articles or books on environmental issues counts, as well as time spend
watching a documentary on the topic. On some Sundays after church, short videos will be shown
in the library.
Time spent walking outdoors or picking up litter or picking up after your dog.
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Here is a list of upcoming events that will count toward earth care hours…
Bike to Church or Carpool Sunday – April 21st
Clean Up Edwards – April 27th
Duck Creek Clean Up – April 28th
Farm Tour Sunday – May 5th
Tree Sunday – May 12th
Also, the April 14th Potluck will be Local Food/Vegetarian. Time spent preparing and eating
counts!
How will we plant trees? We will be taking orders for trees from Arbor Day Foundation for
planting in your own yard. Volunteers will be happy to do the planting for you. Also, there may be
an opportunity to purchase trees for planting around the globe.
What about the letters? The Social Justice Board will set up letter and email writing stations after
church on a few of the Sundays, if you would like to engage in advocacy for pressing
environmental issues such as climate change, Keystone XL pipeline, city bike lanes, and GMO
labeling.
Have a suggestion for Edwards Mission 4/1 Earth Campaign? Contact Lisa Hixon at
lghixon@gmail.com or 563 343 5618.

Blood Drive
The spring blood drive is April 27th. Please be a hero and help to save up to three lives. As a
bonus there will be cookies, juice, and fellowship with other donors. You can call Julie Henke,
Cathy Wetzel, Dorothy Hammond or sign up on the announcement sheet or the sheet in the
narthex. The earlier you do it, the better chance you have of getting your preferred time. See you
on the 27th!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
We still need caring people to spread love, comfort and friendship by knitting Prayer Shawls. For
more information, please call Dorothy Hammond 309‐797‐2321.

Social Justice…
UCC Anti‐bullying Scarf Project
The UCC is involved in an anti‐bullying project. The synod will hold their
bi‐annual meeting this summer in California and the scarves will be used
there. If you want to knit or crochet one, they need to be 4 to 6 inches
wide and 60 inches long in bright rainbow colors. The pattern is your
choice. If you are interested, please call Dorothy Hammond for more
details. 309‐797‐2321.
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Welcome New Members…
Our Edwards church family continues to grow. Five persons united with Edwards recently. They
are…
SHARON HEGE grew up in Clinton, IA. in the Methodist church. College and employment took her
away from Clinton, but she returned in 1990. Sharon is a nurse and has worked in the fields of
substance abuse treatment, a primary counselor, a family therapist and now in administration.
Her adopted son, Andrew, is currently serving in Afghanistan while his wife and daughter reside in
Texas.
In her spare time, Sharon enjoys photography, music and writing. She is also ready to explore the
opportunities that await her at Edwards to serve.
Sharon resides at 719 Isabella Ct., Clinton, IA. 52732 (Phone: 563/212‐5307 Email:
shege@mchsi.com
Sponsor: Shirley Johnson
NICK & BETH BIGRIGG. Beth is an emergency room nurse at Trinity Medical Center in
Bettendorf. She enjoys working out and running. Beth completed the Chicago Marathon last year.
Nick is a student at Palmer College of Chiropractic and will graduate in October of this year. He
plays for Palmer’s men’s rugby team.
They are the parents of an energetic 2 ½ yr old who enjoys playing outside, going to the River
Bandit’s games, and going to movies.
The family resides at: 2534 W, 56th St., Davenport, IA 52806
Phone # 440/935‐2905 Email: nbigrigg@gmail.com
Sponsor: Katy Strzepek
COURTNEY SMITH is the granddaughter of Milo & Mila Smith.
A special moment for Courtney was that her daughter, Carly, was baptized just moments before on
the same day.
Courtney resides at 408 Elk St., Cambridge, IL 61238 with Carly and her parents, Neil and
Kimberly Smith.
CECIL “CEC” CHAPMAN has been a long‐time “friend of Edwards” and on March 10, he united
with Edwards. Cec is a member of the Edwards Chancel Choir and is a founder/member of the
Promised Land quartet. Having received a degree in music from the University of Iowa, he has ably
arranged music for both the choir and Promised Land.
Cec was born in Rochester, Iowa, graduated from the U of I with degrees in music and counseling,
married Sue and settled down in Eldridge, later in Davenport. He taught music at North Scott and
was one of the founders of the Methodist church in Eldridge. In his spare time, Cec relaxes playing
golf, listening to and playing music.
Cec and Sue reside at 2814 E. 37th St., Davenport, IA 52807. Cec’s Cell Phone: 563 / 723‐2931. E‐
mail: CLSLC@msn.com Sponsor: Dick Werner
Sharon, Nick, Beth, Courtney, and Cec – “Welcome Home to Edwards. We are blessed to have
you join our Edwards family.” ~ Membership Board
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You !!
I wish to thank everyone for all of the encouragement, cards, gifts, friendship and kindnesses that
have been given to me during this time. Special thanks to Rev. Mulhern and the Caregivers for
helping me through this and always being there when needed. I appreciate all of the people who
moved to sit in front with me during the service. It made me feel surrounded with love and care.
Special thanks to all of the people who came to hear Katherine's awesome service to celebrate
John's life. The music added so much to the service. This truly is a special house of love and
caring. Thanks, Dorothy Hammond
Dear Edwards: I wish to thank you many kind members for the phone calls, wonderful cards and
offers for lunch and/or gifts of food during my weeks of recuperation from a broken shoulder.
You were there for me when it mattered! A special thanks to the Caregivers for their consistent
weekly calls and timely gifts of food. You're the best! Hope to see you in church soon. Sincerely,
Ruth Hefferman
Dear friends, I am so grateful for the support of our Edwards church family! Through two
February surgeries requiring inpatient stays followed by 4‐6 weeks of twice daily hospital visits
for IV antibiotic infusions taking 2‐4 hrs each morning and evening for all seven days, I could not
have done this and Bob could not have continued his interim ministry without you. You have
given time and energy for transportation before I could drive, nourishing food, messages of
encouragement, and prayerful blessings. For all this we are thankful.
Brian Dugan, our Caregiver Coordinator, was instrumental in making this happen. Brian filled in
for Bob to take me to a routine post‐op appt. and his calming presence gave me strength when I
learned of the infection, surgery the next day, and long term antibiotic therapy. His calming
presence gave me strength for this journey.
Brian also recruited a dedicated group of Edwards family to provide transportation during the
first week when I needed four rides a day (8am to 11pm) plus rides to related appointments each
afternoon. Brian and Audrey Dugan, Kay Stiles, Martha and Richard Jirus, Mila Smith, Chris
Medina, Ray Ball‐Trevor, Ron and Pat Baxter Rebal, Elaine Lippert, and Tom Kenneke were my
travel team...not only for rides because the visits meant so much!
The Caregivers continue their ministry for which I am grateful. Brian's gifts in his caring ministry
are gifts to us all. Katherine's visit to me in the hospital, the loving get well art with soup and tea
delivered by Lisa Hixon from the children in Children's Chapel are examples of the range of caring
found at Edward's. Caring for each other is Christ‐like and a true witness to our faith. Thank You
All, Marilyn Hamilton
Many thanks to the wonderful musicians who gave special time and musical talent for Lenten
communion: Michelle Hukvari, clarinet, Suzanne Benson, violin, Norma Wren, piano, and Judy
Thess, harp. Thanks to vocal soloist Merlyn Lippert, the Alleluia Ringers, with Jesse Evans,
conducting, and the Children of Edwards, Elaine Lippert directing for lovely special anthems.
Thank you to Emmaus Road, and the Liturgical Dancers, Kathy Lafrenz, directing, for a
wonderful Palm Sunday celebration, and the Wind Ensemble, Robert Riedesel vocal solo, and
fabulous special percussionists, for raising our spirits high on Easter.
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Who… What… When… Where…

Preacher
Chancel
Set‐up
Flowers
Scripture
Reader
Special
Music
Ushers

Greeters
Coffee
Hour
Lock‐up
Mower /
Trimmer
CareGivers
On Call

April 7
Children’s Pageant
Kendra Thompson
Dick Dulaney
Michelle Hukvari

April 14
Potluck
Katherine Mulhern
John Keraus
Emily Norwood

April 21
Katherine Mulhern

Dick Werner

Van Lewis

Suzanne Benson

Judy Stouffer

April 28
Food Pantry
Katherine Mulhern
Sandy Doran
Jennifer Jordening

Liturgical Dancers
Children of Edwards
Bob Anderson
Jesse Evans
Dee Hillyer
Erica Schroeder
Marty Beck
Katie Van Blair
Chloe Van Blair
Fran Wolfe

Alleluia Ringers

Promised Land

Emmaus Road

Curly Curl
Dick Dulaney
Marilyn Riedesel
Terry Schlabach
Carol Bachellor
Bev Bergert
Margaret Wilber
Sharon Wildemuth

Rhonda Eckhart
Brad Hixon
Renee Sinksen
Dick Vallandingham
Ruth Bowers
Bill Coker
Curly Curl
Sue Curl

Dick Dulaney
Beth Penn
Sandy Reinders
Steve Wildemuth
Dick Dulaney
Pam Edmond
Edith Egli
Chris Fessler

Vince Holdridge

Dick Werner

John Harnung

Milo Smith

Carol Bachellor
Ruth Bowers

Martha Jirus
Evona Petherick

Chuck Collins
Elaine Lippert

Suzanne Benson
Sandy Reinders

Where there are blanks, we may need your help!! Please call the church office
to sign up.

Calendar…
For the most current up‐to‐date calendar information go to
www.edwards‐ucc.org and click on the calendar link.
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